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Suri Krishnamma was approached by the producers of the project to 
collaborate in writing and directing the film at Battersea Arts Centre. 
Research, writing, planning, rehearsals and filming took place in January 
and February 2020. Krishnamma researched and developed the story, and 
worked with writers on the script, a designer, the producers, the camera 
team and performers to plan the filmed performance.
The film is a live action theatrical adventure in which a young person (The 
Outsider) escapes into a seemingly empty building at night and meets a 
mysterious individual (The Guide) who offers her an alternative way out. We 
follow the Guide and Outsider through the building, as the Guide urges the 
Outsider to explore deeper, to seek meanings in what they see. There follows 
a succession of performances by diverse performance artists appearing in 
a Dantesque labyrinth of rooms and corridors, each one communicating a 
life-lesson about the challenges they have faced and sought to overcome, 
enabling the Outsider to gain the strength to meet the outside world and 
escape from the labyrinth. 
The work is innovative in that it was filmed in one continuous shot in 
numerous locations within the Battersea Arts Centre incorporating six 
consecutive live performances. The project was funded by the BBC and 
Arts Council England. The Way Out was broadcast on BBC 4, 9 April 2020 
as part of BBC 4’s Performance Live series and was available on the BBC 
iPlayer.
1. SUPPORTING STATEMENT
Fig.1 BBC iPlayer screenshot 
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Krishnamma started the process with extensive location research in the Battersea Arts Centre, the main lobby, corridors, theatre spaces, even the rafters to gather 
inspiration, as well as into the history of the building - the former Battersea Town Hall. Sokurov’s Russian Ark (2002), shot in the Winter Palace, St Petersburg 
was a key source. Krishnamma wanted the story to involve a guide, to showcase a number of performance artists and to include a magical element. He began to 
draw on fairy stories and magical tales for inspiration, particularly The Wizard of Oz and Alice in Wonderland. A story developed where the central character was 
a ‘Dorothy-figure’ who, finding herself having ‘fallen into’ the building, tries to find a way out and embarks on a journey, during which she gathers other characters 
who are themselves lost in some way. 
The writing process included two other writers, Nick Mark Harding and Omid Djalili. Krishnamma drafted a detailed treatment of the story, then Harding wrote a 
first draft of the script, to which Krishnamma added some revisions. The writers then focused more on the idea of having a Guide leading an Outsider – someone 
fleeing from a danger and being taken on a journey through the building while they search for an exit. During this journey, they would meet a series of performance 
artists and learn things about life while passing through their performances. An underlying theme of the work was a response to Brexit, with the Outsider running 
into a seemingly hostile building searching for a way out but learning that the building isn’t hostile at all but filled with a warm, welcoming, diverse and inspiring 
group of artists. Omid Djalili was approached to be involved as the guide figure and sent a script draft, partly because of his experience with live performance and 
improvisation. Djalili, subsequently added some dialogue. Bláithín MacGabhann plays the Outsider. 
Using some research and ideas generated by Krishnamma and the producers, a colour palette and general visual document was created by the production 
designer, Soraya Gilanni, which informed development of the sets and costumes, designed by Lorraine Bhattachary.
A key element of the project was that it would be filmed in one continuous unbroken shot, so much research involved planning how this would be achieved. 
Krishnamma used the Movi system and the camera team at Motion 24. Planning enabled the team to attach and detach the camera from one piece of equipment 
to another without cutting, for example: from hand-held to using ‘goalposts’, back to hand-held, back to goalposts, then onto a crane, back to hand-held, onto a 
dolly, through a window and back to hand-held, back onto a dolly, then off the dolly to the final hand-held sequence. Moreover, Krishnamma wanted to capture 
and reflect the live performances with adventurous and unexpected camera rises and moves.
The selection of the performance artists was led by one of the project’s producers at the Arts Centre. There were two weeks of rehearsal in the Battersea Arts 
Centre spaces and three nights of filming. 
https://bac.org.uk/the-making-of-the-way-out/
(accessed 29 December 2020)
2. RESEARCH PROCESS
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Fig.3 Sample Camera Plan (1 of 6)Fig.2 Suri Krishnamma and crew (© Battersea Arts Centre)
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Fig.4 Outline of artists/ lesson/location Fig.5 Sample colour palette/mood board 
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Fig.6 The Guide and The Outsider (© Battersea Arts Centre)
The Way Out is a 42-minute, one shot film of live performance.  Krishnamma 
and the producers wanted to create a narrative that could bring together 
some of the most innovative artists, reflecting different voices representing 
the breadth of current performance in the UK and  set the task of how to film 
a number of live performances in different locations within the Battersea Arts 
Centre building using one continuous shot. As the Director, this was principally 
Krishnamma’s creative and technical achievement for which he received a 







The Coco Butter Club
Production Team
Director – Suri Krishnamma
Writers – Nick Mark Harding & Suri Krishnamma
Producers – Thea Jones (for Battersea Arts Centre), Andrew Fettis (for BBC4)
https://vimeo.com/504801607/0469a4bacf 
3. RESEARCH INSIGHTS
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Fig.7 Lucy McCormick Rain Song (© Battersea Arts Centre) Fig.8 Botis Seva Have Courage (© Battersea Arts Centre)
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Fig.9 The Cocoa Butter Club  (© Battersea Arts Centre)
4. DISSEMINATION
The Way Out was broadcast on BBC 4, 9 April 2020 as part of BBC 4’s 
Performance Live series and was available on the BBC iPlayer and to download 
from April 2020 to March 2021.
The film is available at: 
https://vimeo.com/504801607/0469a4bacf
https://www.bbc.co.uk/iplayer/episode/p0892kzy/performance-live-the-way-out 
(accessed 29 December 2020)
Reviews
The film was reviewed in The Guardian: https://www.theguardian.com/
stage/2020/apr/14/the-way-out-review-battersea-arts-centre-omid-djalili
(accessed 12 March 2021)
Awards
The work received a 2020 Royal Television Society Craft and Design Award for 
Multicamera Work to Suri Krishnamma & Camera Team for Performance Live: 
The Way Out
https://rts.org.uk/award/rts-craft-design-awards-2020 
(accessed 12 March 2021)
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